GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
magnitude.x He was convinced that Russian threats to south
Persia and to Turkish Arabia could not, commercially, politi-
cally or strategically be tolerated. cAre we prepared/ he asked,
eto surrender control of the Persian Gulf and divide that of the
Indian Ocean? Are we prepared to make the construction of
the Euphrates Valley Railroad or some kindred scheme an
impossibility for England and an ultimate certainty for
Russia? Is Baghdad to become a new Russian capital in the
south? Lastly, are we content to see a naval station within
a few days' sail of Kurrachi and to contemplate a hostile
squadron battering Bombay?5 2
In his official role as Under-Secretary of State for India,
1891-2, and later as the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
under Lord Salisbury, 1892-8, and more especially as Viceroy
of India, 1899-1905, he put his convictions into practice. The
Indian Frontiers were strengthened, the North-West Frontier
Province was instituted and a frontier policy evolved.3 The
question of the defence of India against European rivals was
reviewed at his instance and set forth at length in the now
famous dispatch of September 2ist, 1899.* The dispatch
emphasized in detail that the de facto political situation reflected
a more positive British predominance than the de jure position
might indicate. The Viceroy in Council declared:
Upon the question of allowing any European Power, and
more especially Russia, to overrun Central and Southern
Persia and so to reach the Gulf or to acquire naval facilities
1 Frazer, Lovat, op, cit., p. 8. Also Leslie, Shane, Studies in Sublime Failures
(1932), p. 204.  Curzon, G. N., Russia in Central Asia (1899). Also Quarterly
Review, January, 1887.
2 Curzon, op cit, p. 378. Contrast his view of the Euphrates Valley Railroad
here, with that expressed in Persia and the Persian Question, Vol. I, pp. 635 ff.
3 His views on frontier policy may be examined at length in his Budget
speeches of March 27th, 1901, of March 26th, 1902, and March 3oth, 1904;
also in his speech at the Durbar at Peshawar, April 26th, 1902. Excerpts from
all these may be found in Lord Curzon in India, pp. 415 ff., 418 ff., 428 ff.,
422 ff., respectively.
4 Accts. and Papers, 1908 (Cd. 3882), cxxv, 457; with additional material in
Brit. Docs., Vol. iv, No. 319, pp. 356-63.
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